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CHAPTER NEWS 

PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE 

CHAPTER ELECTIONS—27 SEPTEMBER 2008 

Each member is strongly urged to at-
tend the September meeting where we 
will hold our chapter election of offi-
cers. 

Also, we have several vacant appointed 
positions that we would like to fill this 
fall; Vice President for Communica-
tions, Vice President for Leadership 

Development, Vice President for Mem-
bership, and Vice President for Veteran 
Affairs. Please let me know if you are 
interested. 

Greetings, 

This is our once a year printed newslet-
ter.  With postage increases and print-
ing costs, we can only put this out once, 
otherwise we would not be able to sup-
port the cadets as much as we do now.  

Elections are on the agenda for the Sep-
tember 27th meeting. We will meet 
from 10-11:30 am at the Worcester AF 
ROTC Detachment Building at WPI, 37 
Institute Road.  

I have a game for everyone.  Please 
check your address label.  If you have a 
short blue line on the upper right cor-
ner, that means that I have an email ad-
dress for you and hopefully you have 
been receiving our quarterly newsletters 
electronically. If you have a blue line, 
please send me an email at : 

jonandcheryl@townisp.com.  

If you don’t have a blue line, but have 
an email address you would like to re-
ceive our electronic copy at, please also 
email me at above address.  I promise I 
will not add you to any automated 
mail—just local Chapter news. 

Let me know what’s going on in your 
lives that support our Air Force back-
ground. I would love to hear from you 
all.  Remember to check the New Eng-
land AFA website (see page 4). Stay safe 
and healthy this fall. 

Cheryl 

 

CHAPTER OFFICERS:  

President: Cheryl Kristant 

Vice President: Terry Leary 

Secretary: John Kristant 

Treasurer: Jane Hasson 

VP, Gov’t Relations: Hank 
Cyr 

VP Aerospace Education: 

Glenna Pearson 

Chuck Gerson, Community 

Partner 
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AFA’s Veteran Benefits Association 
has contracted with MetLife to pro-
vide AFA members with an excellent 
dental insurance plan. This is ad-
vance notice that the details will be 
available on AFA’s website in late 
September. Effective October 1, you 
will be able to call the AFAVBA 
MetLife Dental Insurance customer 
service at 866-838-0874. The open 
enrollment period is available 
only from October 1 through 
October 31. 

AFAVBA’s MetLife Dental Insurance 

includes: 

• Special Enrollment Period from 

10/1-10/31/08 

• Protection against the rising 

cost of dental care 

• Choice of Basic or High 

Coverage 

• Flexible Dental Insurance 

benefits 

• Coverage for preventative, 

basic & complex procedures 

• Less paperwork 

Real-time claims processing 

• 24-hour customer service 

during Gazzaway's tour at 
Cape Cod AFS, Mass. "It is 
challenging to balance work, 
family, and community in-
volvement, but we try to 
intertwine the kids in every-
thing we do," said Gazzaway. 
The Gazzaways will receive 
the award this week in Wash-
ington, D.C. Capt. Gazzaway 
was the Otis Chapter Treas-
urer until his recent PCS to 

Capt. Alex Gazzaway of Air 
Force Space Command's 
Manpower and Personnel 
Directorate, his wife Laura, 
and their children Cameron, 
Grace, Parker, and Zachary 
have been chosen as the Na-
tional Military Family Asso-
ciation's family of the year for 
2008. NMFA recognized the 
family for its volunteer efforts 
and community participation 

Peterson. Paul Revere is to be 
congratulated for the out-
standing Cyberspace Sympo-
sium held in June in Marlbor-
ough.  Highlighting the Sym-
posium were senior Air Force 
leaders from AFCYBER 
(Provisional), 8th Air Force, 
Space command.  The lineup 
was led by the Vice Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs, GEN 
James E. Cartwright, USMC.  

D ID YOU KNOW???? 

WHAT ’S GOING ON IN THE STATE 

HAPPY B IRTHDAY USAF 

1947, the responsibility for 
military aviation was di-
vided between the Army 
(for land-based operations) 
and the Navy, for sea-based 
operations from aircraft 
carrier and amphibious air-
craft. The Army created 
the first antecedent of the 
Air Force in 1907, which 
through a succession of 
changes of organization, 

titles, and missions ad-
vanced toward eventual 
separation 40 years later. 

We’ll have cake at the Sep-
tember meeting! 

The United States Air 
Force became a separate 
military service on Septem-
ber 18, 1947, with the im-
plementation of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947. 
The Act created the United 
States Department of De-
fense, which was composed 
of three branches, the 
Army, Navy and a newly-
created Air Force. Prior to 
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The Air Force Asso-
ciation educates the 
public about the criti-
cal role of aerospace 
power in the defense 
of our nation; advo-
cates aerospace 
power and a strong 
national defense; 
and supports the 
United States Air 
Force and the Air 
Force Family.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft_carrier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft_carrier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amphibious_warfare
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_18
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_18
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1947
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Security_Act_of_1947
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Security_Act_of_1947
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_Defense
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_Defense
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_Defense


Minuteman's Chapter 
Teacher of the Year has 
been voted the MA State 
AFA Teacher of the Year. 
CMSgt Bobby Jacques from 
the AFJROTC unit at 
Lowell HS was unani-
mously selected by the 
Committee.  Under Chief 
Jacques' leadership, Lowell 
has grown to be the third 
largest AFJROTC unit in 
the U.S.  

 

The Air Force Association’s 
Air & Space Conference and 
Technology Exposition will 
be held in Washington D.C., 
15-17 September. This year, 
they will liveblog the confer-
ence to keep those who are 
unable to attend informed 
about the phenomenal speak-
ers, workshops, forums, and 
activities in the exposition 
hall.  The AFA Conference 
and Technology Exposition 
blog will allow you to be-
come part of the dialogue on 

important national defense 
issues–particularly those is-
sues facing the US Air Force 
and aerospace community. 
The 2008 Air Force Associa-
tion’s Air & Space Confer-
ence and Technology Exposi-
tion blog link is http://
airspaceconfer-
ence2008.blogspot.com 
<http://
airspaceconfer-
ence2008.blogspot.com/.   

The balloon carried instru-
ments for atmospheric 
measurements near strato-
pause, and the flight ended 
near 
Needles Calif., after 18 
hours. This balloon broke 
two previous size records: 
13.5 million cubic-feet for 
a polyethylene balloon and 
26-million-cubic-feet held 

On September 11, 1968 
the Air Force Cambridge 
Research Laboratories at 
Hanscom AFB, Mass., 
launched the largest re-
search balloon at the time, 
a 
28.7-million cubic-foot 
polyethylene sphere, to 
158,000 feet from White 
Sands Missile Range, N.M. 

by five fiber-reinforced 
Mylar balloons flown in 
1966 and 1967. 

JUNIOR ROTC/AFA CONVENTION 

USAF H ISTORY TIDBIT 

THE A IRMAN ’S CREED 

and win. 
I am faithful to a proud 
heritage, 
A tradition of honor, 
And a legacy of valor. 

I am an American Airman, 
Guardian of freedom and 
justice, 
My nation’s sword and 
shield, 
Its sentry and avenger. 

The Airman's Creed was 
introduced in 2007 by  Gen 
Michael Moseley, Chief of 
Staff of the Air Force.  

I am an American Airman. 
I am a warrior. 

I have answered my na-
tion’s call. 

I am an American Airman. 
My mission is to fly, fight, 

AFA is a 501c(3) 

nonprofit educational 
foundation. Your 
contributions help 
support AFA 
initiatives to educate  
the public about the 
need for a strong 
national defense, 
advocate  aerospace 
power and directly 
support  our Air Force 
family are tax 
deductible. 
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I defend my country with 
my life. 

I am an American Airman: 
Wingman, leader, warrior. 
I will never leave an Airman 
behind, 
I will never falter, 
And I will not fail. 

 

http://airspaceconference2008.blogspot.com
http://airspaceconference2008.blogspot.com
http://airspaceconference2008.blogspot.com
http://airspaceconference2008.blogspot.com/
http://airspaceconference2008.blogspot.com/
http://airspaceconference2008.blogspot.com/


541 Lake Street 
Shrewsbury, MA 01545 

 
 

Phone: (508) 755-7476 
 

E-mail: Cheryl_Kristant@member.afa.org  
Or 

jonandcheryl@townisp.com 
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fessional development 
seminars and recog-
nizes excellence in the 
education and aero-
space fields through 
national awards pro-
grams. AFA presents 
scholarships and grants 
to Air Force active 
duty, Air National 
Guard and Air Force 
Reserve members and 
their dependents; and 
awards educator grants 
to promote science 
and math education at 

The Air Force Associa-
tion (AFA) is an inde-
pendent, nonprofit, 
civilian education or-
ganization promoting 
public understanding 
of aerospace power 
and the pivotal role it 
plays in the security of 
the nation. AFA pub-
lishes Air Force Maga-
zine, conducts national 
symposia and dissemi-
nates information 
through outreach pro-
grams. It sponsors pro-

the elementary and 
secondary school level. 
Additionally, AFA pub-
lishes a wide range of 
materials on 
www.afa.org.  

OUR AFA 

THE FORCE BEHIND THE 

FORCE 

WE  ARE ON  THE  WEB:  
WWW.NEWENGLANDAFA .

ORG/ MA  

Mailing Address Line 1  

Mailing Address Line 2  

Mailing Address Line 3  

http://www.afa.org/default.asp

